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over her lips. And she said: If, if I fail; no, but I
will not fail. But if I fail, then, I will take another
way.
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So as Aja stood upon the wall, looking out over
the desert, suddenly all vanished from before his eyes.
And he saw before him no city, and no desert.
But he found himself in a dusky wood, thick with tall
tamdlah trees, and lit by a light that was neither that
of the sun nor that of the moon. And all around
him huge red poppies waved gently without a wind,
mixed with great moon-lotuses, whose perfume went
and came by turns as it hung on the heavy air.
And under the shadow of the black leaved trees large
bats flew here and there with slow and noiseless flap,
and on the branches monstrous owls with topaz eyes
like wheels of flame sat motionless, as if to watch.
And a dead silence like that of space whence all three
worlds have been removed left Aja nothing else to
hear but the beat of his own heart. And the hair
rose up upon his head with sheer amazement. And
he said to himself: Ha! what new wonder is this,

* A tree with very black bark and white blossoms, dear
to erotic poets, such as e.g. Jayadewa,